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COMMENT ON NOTICE OF INQUIRY

By counsel and pursuant to the Commission's Rules, 47 C.F.R.§§ 1.415, 1.419,

& 1.4130, the Illini Media Company (the "IMC") respectfully submits its comments on the

Notice of Inquiry, MB Docket No. 04-233 to the Federal Communications Commission (the

"Commission"). The IMC is the licensee of record for WPGU-FM, 107.1 in Champaign-

Urbana, Illinois. In this NOI, the Commission seeks comments regarding how stations are

serving the interests and needs of the local communities. The NOI seeks specific comments

on a myriad of issues, including local news, local programming, how programming is

selected, emergency alert broadcasting, political programming, community event

participation, and cultural programming. The IMC respectfully provides its comments on the

Localism Notice of Inquiry from the Commission.

On-Air Music Programming

WPGU-FM is one of very commercial radio stations operated by university students.

The student staff handles 90% of the issues that the station faces on a daily basis, with a full-



time staff to handle other management and sales issues. The Programming Director and the

Music Director hold their positions for one year and are responsible for determining on-air

content. This past August 20th, WPGU ventured out into a risky area, breaking with the

traditional, corporate modern rock format. WPGU became "No Rules Radio," where the

playlist is not dictated by industry magazines, but by feedback from the community and the

artists themselves. The music change has met with very positive feedback from the

community; those comments can be found at http://www.radio-info.com.

Additionally, WPGU has several specialty shows geared toward specific

portions of its listening community, and several more specialty shows have been added. Inner

Limits is the local music show. Bands and artists from the Champaign-Urbana area are

showcased, as are bands from other Illinois locations, such as Bloomington-Normal, Peoria,

Danville, Chicago, and East St. Louis, to name a few. Inner Limits often includes live

performances and interviews from those musicians. Beats and Rhymes is the underground

hip-hop specialty showing airing on Friday nights. Delusion & Discord is a harder-edged

show for listeners wanting music with attitude. Independent Rock Radio is an hour-long show

airing new indie music not heard anywhere else first. Jambana Radio is an hour-long eclectic

mix of jam music, such as Umphrees Magee or Dave Matthews Band. Shrink Wrap focuses

solely on brand new music in a vibrant one hour show. On Saturday nights, Radioactivity

takes over for four hours of electronica and techno music. Finally, WPGU's two favorite

shows that air five days a week, The Flashback Cafe (an hour at noon playing the best of early

alternative music) and The All-Request Rush Hour (each weekday at 5 p.m. listeners request

the songs for the Rush Hour). However, music is just one part of WPGU and its local

involvement.
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News & Sports Programming

News is so critical to the success of a radio station that the IMC interviews

many students and selects one of them to serve as the News Director of WPGU. The News

Director then selects a Sports Director and both of them begin the process of interviewing

other students to serve as members of the news department. The news department at WPGU

strives for the best local coverage first and foremost. Each week, the reporters work on

stories that are of importance to not just the campus population, but also to the community of

Champaign-Urbana in general. WPGU news reporters have investigated such topics as local

business ups and downs, the flu shot shortage in Champaign County, local efforts to make

public establishments smoke free. Each week, one of the news staff members meets with the

Public Relations Director of the University of Illinois to have a first hand look at upcoming

university events. Not only do these reporters gather the news, but also news and sports

reports are given throughout each day in the mornings, at noon, during the afternoon drive,

and in the evening. WPGU also has recently updated EAS equipment. News staff are

intrepid and will not hesitate to break up music programming to announce emergency

information to WPGU listeners.

Also, the morning drive show, the Morning Show, is another way WPGU

reaches out to the entire local community. WPGU brings to listeners a morning show with the

perfect mix of music and talk. Each morning, the Morning Show plays news wraps. These

new wraps are prepared the night before by WPGU news reporters. The wraps cover such

events as concerts, movie reviews and any local happenings in the evening hours. The news

staff on the Morning Show report on national news, weather, and national sports, but they also

include news from the University of Illinois and any updates on regional news of relevance to
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WPGU's listeners. Local involvement is a priority of the Morning Show, and therefore, the

Morning Show brings in local guests at least times a week. These guests have included

volunteers from the Urbana Park District, representatives from the campus Muslim

Association, and alumni from the University of Illinois who have achieved success in a given

field. Lastly, the Morning Show has added a weekly feature segment, in conjunction with the

Daily Illini, the independent student newspaper, to bring more depth to a local story more for

WPGU's listeners.

The Sunday Shoot Out is WPGU's hour-long news and politics talk show airing

on Sunday mornings. The hosts discuss local, state, national, and international news and

issues, sometimes with call-in topics from the listeners or at least with call-in interactions with

the listeners. The show has had several guests on this fall for its state/local segment, including

Republican and Democratic candidates for Illinois and U.S. Congress. Other guests have

included prominent community members and student leaders from the University of Illinois.

The staff of the Sunday Shoot Out strive to attract a variety of guests to ensure that each one

enjoys the experience of being on the show, while providing listeners with intriguing political

discussion of today's issues.

On a university campus, sports is a hot topic. WPGU's listeners at the

University of Illinois want quality sports reporting with up-to-the-minute accuracy. The

sports department staff at WPGU cover it all. Some cover local high school sporting events,

especially during football season. Some cover University of Illinois sporting events, a big

attraction for the Champaign-Urbana community, as it has no semi-professional or

professional sports teams. Others cover national professional sports to bring quick and

accurate scores to listeners in need. Sports are part of the daily news reports mentioned
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earlier. However, WPGU has taken sports further with Standing Room Only. Standing Room

Only is a two-hour sports extravaganza airing on Saturday mornings. During the Fighting

Illini football season, SRO airs live from the WPGU tailgate event. SRO is a four-man

roundtable sports talk show where the hosts banter and bully about their take on sports today.

When a listener ventures to call in to the show, a lively debate is sure to follow.

Community, Civic, and Cultural Programming

According to a June 2004 publication from Local Broadcasters and the

National Association of Broadcasters, "A National Report on Local Broadcasters Community

Service," radio and television stations around the United States performed over $9.6 billion in

community service in 2003 and donated $7.3 billion in public service announcements in 2003.

WPGU is also as committed to community, civic, and cultural programming and community

involvement. Public service announcements ("PSAs") air eight (8) times a day, 365 days a

year on WPGU. These PSAs range from national campaigns from the Ad Council (crime

prevention, drunk driving) and the Red Cross (community service and donations for disaster

relief) to local campaigns from drug treatment centers, blood banks, and charitable events.

Sometimes, the WPGU news department will cover these issues, but the PSA

director for WPGU will also take a proactive role in getting these messages out the

community. Of course, the Morning Show and the Sunday Shoot Out may also take on

community issues such as drunk driving, domestic abuse, or even animal welfare. This

summer, in conjunction with the Champaign County Humane Society, WPGU aired an

"adopt-a-pet" segment. The humane society would bring a needy pet on weekday afternoon

drive show hosted by Ryan Ricker. Ryan and the humane society representative would talk

-5-



about the pet on the air and seek a loving home for it. It was a successful example of how

WPGU works with the community to achieve positive results.

However, WPGU does more than that. WPGU also has a community calendar

which is posted on its website, www.wpgu.com. The Community Calendar allows listeners to

have at their fingertips any and all local events. Interested organizations can email WPGU to

have their events posted on the community calendar. This website is user-friendly and is

designed to bring listeners closer to the station. This allows for an interaction with the

listeners and the community at all times.

Also, WPGU sponsors service projects such as Music for Soldiers and

Operation Santa Claus. Music for Soldiers is a new venture where WPGU collects music

equipment of all kinds from listeners and community sponsor to send to U.S. troops overseas.

In Operation Santa Claus, WPGU collects donations and pledges from listeners to provide

local underprivileged children a holiday celebration they would be otherwise unable to have.

WPGU also takes an active role by broadcasting live from such charitable events as The Gus

Macker 3-on-3 Basketball Challenge and The Champaign-Urbana Duck Race.

Other Localism Issues

With the recent announcement of subpoenas issued by New York State

Attorney General Eliot Spitzer to the major record labels regarding payola, WPGU is

concerned. That is why the station supports the local music scene in Champaign-Urbana and

surrounding communities. Rather than have its music programming dictated by major record

labels, WPGU looks in its own backyard to find true gems of local music to air. Also, WPGU

is not affiliated with any radio news networks, although, WPGU does receive the AP Wire

service. The effect is that WPGU receives national news, but has the control to tailor its news
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broadcasts to community. The one national program that WPGU licenses is Loveline.

Loveline is a call-in show airing weekly at 10 p.m. Sunday through Thursday. The show

focuses more on sexuality, romance, substance abuse, and suicide prevention, but nonetheless,

WPGU feels it is a vital part of its programming for the community. As the IMC is not the

licensee for any television frequency, it makes no comment on localism issues for television

stations.

CONCLUSION

The IMC respectfully supports the Commission's NOI regarding broadcast

localism. The IMC also hopes that it has demonstrated just how much WPGU-FM is a part of

the Champaign-Urbana, Illinois community. The IMC would be happy to provide further

comment on this issue should the Commission request it.

Respectfully submitted,
ILLINI MEDIA COMPANY

October 26,2004

Sean M. McCumber, Esq.
WINSTON & STRAWN LLP
35 West Wacker Drive
Chicago, IL 60601
(312) 558-5600
(312) 558-5700 (Fax)

-7-


